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Libor Jan 
Outline of the Origin and Development of the Bohemian and Moravian Nobility (with 
Emphasis on Its Origins) 
 
The author analyses the state of knowledge of the origin and early development of the Bohemian and Moravian 
nobility. It summarizes older opinions of historians, especially Stanislav Zháněl, Václav Vaněček, František 
Graus, Stanisław Russocký, Dušan Třeštík and Josef Žemlička, and argues against the concept of the elimination 
of old dukes and the aristocracy and the subsequent gradual emergence of first the so-called beneficiary and then 
land nobility, from the company of the Přemyslid dukes and kings. It also disagrees with the idea that in the 
10th to 12th centuries there was in fact no free land ownership held by the nobility, and that free ownership only 
developed gradually since the second half of the 12th century.  
 
Keywords: beginnings of the nobility, Bohemia and Moravia, free ownership, provincial court, 
institutionalisation 
 
 
 
Tereza Randýsková 
Noble Horse Breeding in the Early Modern Period 
The Example of the Moravian Branch of the Kounic Family  
 
The study deals with aristocratic horse breeding in the early modern period using the example of the Moravian 
branch of the Kounic family. It is divided thematically into two parts. The first is devoted to the establishment of 
horse breeding under Leo William Kounic in the early 1650s, its gradual expansion and refinement, but also the 
problems faced by individual members of the family. The second part presents the contemporary requirements 
made on them on the basis of preserved records of horses kept at the Kounic stud farms. 
 
Keywords: horse breeding, Moravian Kounic family, emblems and badges, the contemporary ideal 
 
 
 
Pavel Pumpr 
The Process of Handling Priestly Inheritances in the Olomouc (Arch)Diocese in the 
Second Half of the 18th Century  
 
The subject of the study is a formal analysis of a sample of one hundred inheritance documents of priests from 
the Olomouc diocese, which originated in the period from the second half of the 1740s to the first half of the 
1780s. Their analysis, supplemented by statements from normative sources, has made it possible to give a 
flexible picture of the course of inheritance proceedings and, at the same time, to describe a typology of the 
documents produced as part of these. Thus, the study not only presents a specific Church administration agenda, 
but also collects the knowledge necessary for the content evaluation of the inheritance documents examined, the 
conclusions of which will be published in a separate work. 
 
Keywords: inheritance documents, inheritance proceedings, clergy, Olomouc (arch)diocese, ecclesiastical 
administration, 18th century 
 
 
 
Jiří Hanuš 
The Double Death of Central Europe in the Interpretation of Czech Thinker Rio 
Preisner 
 
All his life, Czech Germanist and philosopher Rio Preisner dealt with the question of the position and 
importance of Central Europe, of its political and cultural existence. Based on selected quotations, the study 
analyses the key features of his thinking on the topic, which was largely influenced by his critique of 
totalitarianism. 
 
Keywords: Central Europe, conservatism, Czech exile, 20th century, totalitarianism 



Tomáš Borovský 
The Town Council, the Patriciate and Power Conflicts in Medieval Bohemian and 
Moravian Towns  
The Contribution of Jaroslav Mezník to Urban Historiography 
 
The study analyses and evaluates the works of Jaroslav Mezník devoted to urban history. This landmark in the 
use of structuralist and prosopographic approaches created a model – still valid today – for the development of 
medieval town councils in the large royal cities. In the second part, the paper reviews the follow-up research and 
in the third part it focuses on selected problematic issues. 
 
Keywords: Jaroslav Mezník, urban historiography, towns, 14th century 
 
 
 
Martin Nodl 
Medieval Prosopography 
Jaroslav Mezník Following His Own Original Path 
 
The study examines the genesis of the prosopographic method from the 1960s to the 1990s and defines the 
position of Jaroslav Mezník as a pioneer of this method outside the West European discourse. The author 
examines Mezník’s approach to collecting prosopographic data using the example of Brno and Prague material 
of the 14th and 15th centuries, and considers the possibilities and limits of prosopographic research in 
contemporary medieval studies.  
 
Keywords: Jaroslav Mezník, prosopography, medieval towns 
 
 
 
Martin Čapský 
Municipalities versus Town Council 
Contributions by Jaroslav Mezník to the Study of Municipal Disturbances in the Late Middle 
Ages 
 
In the 1960s, Czech historiography experienced a wave of interest in the history of towns, or to be more exact in 
their socio-economic structure. One of the leading representatives of this group of researchers was the Brno 
historian Jaroslav Mezník. Using examples of his texts the present study looks at the way in which he dealt with 
the study of municipalities as political players. It also seeks to answer the question of how far Mezník’s 
reflections on the medieval disturbances in Brno, Jihlava and Prague matched the interpretations of West 
European historians. 
 
Keywords: Jaroslav Mezník, urban historiography, Middle Ages, municipal disturbances, municipality 
 
 
 
Martin Musílek 
Jaroslav Mezník and the “Discussion” on the Crisis of Late Medieval Society and the 
Beginnings of the Hussite Revolution 
 
The study focuses on the personality of Jaroslav Mezník as a historian of economic history and husitologist. The 
starting point for these reflections is Mezník’s article from the mid-1990s, through which he tried to provoke a 
domestic debate on the crisis of the late Middle Ages and thus to build on the debates that took place in the West 
European environment as early as the 1970s. The first part of the study attempts to summarise Mezník’s 
conclusions on the subject, the second provides a brief outline of the research in this area so far, and the third 
attempts to show, using the example of a list of new Prague Old Town burghers, how this type of source 
reflected the Great Plague of 1380. 
 
Keywords: Jaroslav Mezník, historiography, Hussitism, epidemic, plague, new burghers, municipal law 
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