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Přemysl Bar 

An Unknown Source for the Hussite Delegation to Lithuania in September 

1421. A Contribution to the Origins of the Rule of Zikmund Korybutovič 

The study presents and publishes a previously unknown source (three letters of credence and a 

diplomatic instruction preserved as contemporaneous German translation) regarding the 

Hussite delegation, which at the beginning of September 1421 received a mandate from the 

Diet of Kutná Hora and was sent with an offer of the Bohemian crown to Duke Vytautas of 

Lithuania. Interpretation of the source brings about new insights into the diplomacy of Hussite 

Bohemia from 1420 to 1421 in the context of the dispute between the individual estates and 

political factions concerning the candidate for the throne of Bohemia. The fragile compromise 

reached, evident in the content of the diplomatic instruction, did not last long due to the 

capture of the envoys in Racibórz. 

Keywords: Hussitism, Czech-Polish-Lithuanian relations, diplomatic delegations, letters of 

credence, diplomatic instruction 

 

Jaroslav Stanovský 

The Library of the Chorynský Family from Veselí nad Moravou and the 

Phenomenon of “Aristocratic French” in 18th Century Moravia 

The present study addresses the issue of the use of French by the Moravian nobility in the 18th 

century based on an analysis of the book holdings of the former château library at Veselí nad 

Moravou, belonging to the Chorynský family from Ledská. The first part of the study presents 

the Chorynský family and their elite position in 18th century Moravian society. During this 

period, the library in Veselí also grew, including 750 books in French. An analysis of this 

holding, mapped out using a printed catalogue from 1793, is the content of the main part of 

the study. Together with other sources, the library demonstrates the importance of French as 

the “elevated” language of the nobility, also used in personal communication between family 

members. 

Keywords: 18th century, Moravia, aristocracy, French culture, historical libraries 

 

Lothar Höbelt 

Elections in Moravia, the German Parties and Antisemitism 1905–1914 

The German ‘freiheitliche’ (anti-clerical middle class) parties generally cooperated after the 

introduction of universal suffrage. Antisemitism, however, still was a major bone of 

contention between the old-style Liberal Progressives and the German Radicals, ex-followers 

of Pan-German guru Georg von Schönerer. In Moravia, Progressives still dominated the 

representation of Germans in both the Diet and the Imperial Parliament. Many of the German 

urban constituencies included sizeable minorities of Jewish voters. This was why in 1912 

Moravian German Radicals themselves openly rejected the hard-line antisemitism of their 

Viennese leadership, praised the beneficial influence of the Rothschilds and welcomed Jewish 

allies. 

Keywords: Antisemitism, Progressive Party, German Radical Party, Neutitschein / Nový Jičín, 

Rothschild 



Adam Strašák 

Religiosity and Religious Disputes in the Public House 

The author addresses religiosity and religious disputes taking place in public houses in 

Moravia between 1898 and 1918. He looks for sources in court files and the press. The article 

examines publications of various political orientations, including social democratic and 

Catholic. The author responds to the question of how the press described prayer in public 

houses and the conflicts this caused. In addition, the author addresses cases of blasphemy in 

court files. Many such cases occurred in public houses, and the author deals with the role of 

social democrats and Protestants in these. 

Keywords: blasphemy, press, religiosity, hospitality, atheism, anticlericalism 

 

Michael Viktořík 

The “Militarization” of Royal and Imperial Justice during the First World 

War Using the Example of Central Moravia 

The present study addresses the topic of wartime changes in the justice system in the 

Cisleithanian part of the Habsburg monarchy between 1914 and 1918, with emphasis put on 

the consequences these processes had for the civilian population. The case study method, or 

analytical probe, is used, with the town of Olomouc/Olmütz in central Moravia used as a 

laboratory where these changes can be followed. Both institutional changes and the 

militarization of the justice system, as well as their effects on court practice in specific cases, 

are analysed, with the ultimate goal being to show how the attitudes and loyalties of the 

general population were affected across the five years of the war. 

Keywords: First World War, Olomouc/Olmütz, home front, war absolutism, military 

jurisdiction, Area under Administration of the Field Army 
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